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japan s economy has long been described as network centric  a web of  stable
reciprocated  relations  among  banks  firms  and  ministries  is  thought  to  play  an
important role in japan s ability to navigate smoothly around economic shocks now
those networks are widely blamed for japan s faltering competitiveness this book
applies structural  sociology to a study of how the form and functioning of this
network economy has evolved from the prewar era to the late 90s it asks whether in
the  face  of  deregulation  globalization  and  financial  disintermediation  japan  s



Environmental Politics In Japan Networks Of Power And Protest

2 Environmental Politics In Japan Networks Of Power And Protest

corporate networks the keiretsu groupings particularly have withered away losing
their  cohesion  and  their  historical  function  of  supporting  member  firms  in  hard
times using detailed quantitative and qualitative analysis this book s conclusion is a
qualified yes relationships remain central  to the japanese way of  business but are
much more subordinated to the competitive strategy of the enterprise than the
network economy of the past

seminar paper from the year 2007 in the subject business economics miscellaneous
grade  bestanden  hamburg  university  of  applied  sciences  11  entries  in  the
bibliography language english abstract traditionelle unternehmen haben ausgedient
die zeit der netzwerke bricht an ken everett australian manager thinking about
social  networks  one  might  first  think  about  times  long  ago  when  hierarchical
structures were a target thing in those days people were more related on each
other as there has been no social solution in cases of illness or unemployment for
instance the family was the only solution to help one in such crises furthermore the
people were living together in tribes where all generations came together so the
group feeling was very strong nowadays people especially in the western cultures
try to create a system of individuality and independence children should be reared
in a  way that  they are become independent  very early  and more generations
families living in same house together are hardly to find but of course there are still
areas where networks play an important role looking in the internet for instance one
can find an immense number of networks and communities although individuality is
quite important furthermore networks play a more and more important role in the
business world as researchers found out that economy is a compact netting of
social networks krupp 1996 290 but nevertheless the role of social networks differs
between the cultures in japan for  instance business networks have existed for
hundreds of  years and play an essential  role  while  western cultures have just
started to discover their importance in business as the japanese economy is playing
an increasingly important role as a leader and economic superpower in the world
second largest economy on the globe de mente 2005 140 one may assume that by
copying the japanese networks one can also copy their success by looking at these
japan
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together are hardly to find but of course there are still  areas where networks play
an  important  role  looking  in  the  internet  for  instance  one  can  find  an  immense
number  of  networks  and communities  although individuality  is  quite  important
furthermore networks play a more and more important role in the business world as
researchers found out that economy is a compact netting of social networks krupp
1996 290 but nevertheless the role of social networks differs between the cultures
in japan for instance business networks have existed for hundreds of years and play
an  essential  role  while  western  cultures  have  just  started  to  discover  their
importance  in  business  as  the  japanese  economy  is  playing  an  increasingly
important role as a leader and economic superpower in the world second largest
economy on the globe de mente 2005 140 one may assume that by copying the
japanese networks one can also copy their success by looking at these japanese
networks and analysing them this essay will try to prove that the western cultures
can  learn  and  benefit  from  these  networks  to  make  the  origin  of  the  japanese
networks understandable to the reader the second chapter is going to look at the
main aspects of the japanese society the third chapter looks at the networks in
japan and their role in japanese business starting with the first form zaibatsu from
its beginning until the second world war

after  world  war  two  japan  attained  economic  growth  but  suffered  environmental
disaster  in  response to  massive protest  in  the 1960s and 1970s the japanese
government  rapidly  reduced  the  worst  air  and  water  pollution  jeffrey  broadbent  s
case study of industrial growth and pollution in a rural japanese prefecture explains
this response while testing political social movement and environmental theory the
state conservative political party and big business pushed rampant growth until
movements posed a political and disruptive challenge then the elites passed some
pollution  control  but  also  demobilized  local  protest  quashed  discontent  and
prevented  the  formation  of  national  environmental  groups  without  the  protest
threat business stymied other government pollution control plans the interaction of
material institutional and cultural factors especially informal institutions explained
the dominance of actors and the pattern of outcomes through this syncretic lens in
a non western setting this study refines our theories of the state protest movements
political process and environmental problems

although scholars have emphasized the importance of women s networks for civil
society in twentieth century japan women and networks in nineteenth century japan
is  the  first  book  to  tackle  the  subject  for  the  contentious  and  consequential
nineteenth century the essays traverse the divide when japan started transforming
itself  from  a  decentralized  to  a  centralized  government  from  legally  imposed
restrictions on movement to the breakdown of travel barriers and from ad hoc
schooling to compulsory elementary school education as these essays suggest such
changes had a profound impact on women and their roles in networks rather than
pursue a common methodology the authors take diverse approaches to this topic
that open up fruitful avenues for further exploration most of the essays in this
volume are by japanese scholars their inclusion here provides either an introduction
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to their work or the opportunity to explore their scholarship further because women
are often invisible in historical documentation the authors use a range of sources
such as diaries letters and legal documents to reconstruct the familial neighborhood
religious political work and travel networks that women maintained constructed or
found themselves in sometimes against their will in so doing most but not all of the
authors try to decenter historical narratives built on men s activities and men s
occupational and status based networks and instead recover women s activities in
more localized groupings and personal associations

with strategic networks the art  of  japanese interfirm cooperation you will  examine
the structure and dynamics of japanese business networks and discover successful
japanese  business  practices  and  opportunities  for  professors  of  business  and
japanese  studies  as  well  as  managers  of  firms  throughout  the  world  this  book
analyzes new and innovative networks through case examples from the japanese
automobile chemical and electronics industries strategic networks offers you insight
into  the  management  of  these  company  partnerships  and  how  they  work  to
increase  the  competitiveness  of  businesses  and  allow  firms  within  the  network  to
share important knowledge unknown to many several of the management concepts
that made japanese companies successful in the 1980s such as total quality control
tqc and continuing improvement processes cip were only a part of the formula for a
successful  business  this  book  discusses  types  of  japanese  strategic  networks
another  element  of  japan s  thriving business  structure of  today how they are
influenced  by  japanese  cultural  values  and  state  interventions  and  why  all  of  the
businesses  involved are  benefiting  from these networks  evaluating  the  theoretical
foundation of these business relationships and intercompany cooperation strategic
networks offers you up to date information on the structures of  japanese firms by
examining karl popper s ideas on critical rationalism and how japanese companies
follow  his  theories  of  problem  solving  questioning  and  developing  knowledge
explaining the system growth and game theories in order to completely understand
a network and all  of  its facets exploring the ability to work with and navigate
strategic networks when they are managed without strict plans or with unforeseen
circumstances recognizing how networks enable the activation of interpreneurs to
develop  future  visions  innovations  and  responsible  leadership  for  the
networkcomplete with illustrations to emphasize important points along with insight
into networks in the twenty first century strategic networks offers information and
research that will help you understand how japanese networks operate and how
japanese firms are conducting business differently as a result you will learn how the
changing values in japanese society influence company structures and procedures
and come to  understand the unique workings and effective structures  of  strategic
networks
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profound changes are being hewn in japanese communities as historical precedents
proven  models  established  guidelines  and  fixed  rules  are  challenged  and  more
appropriate  alternatives  sought  in  this  volume  seven  sociologists  show  how
fundamental structures have been undergoing change at the grassroots level in
japan  because  of  decentralization  and  globalization  citizen  activism  in  local
governance is growing in response to new societal phenomena such as an increase
in  the  foreign  resident  population  and  weakened  local  industries  along  with
decentralization many local authorities are promoting new measures to actively
cope  with  the  impact  of  globalization  and  to  work  with  nongovernmental
organizations and community businesses to meet the new needs of citizens this
volume  chronicles  the  practical  and  incremental  changes  in  community  level
governance and how such change has redefined the duties of prefectures and local
authorities  clearly  pointing  toward  japan  s  new road  to  pluralism contributors
include kanagawa koji  research institute for regional  policy 21st century hyogo
project association kashiwazaki chikako department of sociology sophia university
nakamura  madoka  center  for  policy  research  information  national  institute  for
research advancement tamura shigeru local autonomy college ministry of home
affairs  and  numao  ogura  namiko  college  of  economics  nihon  university  furukawa
shun ichi is professor of policy and planning sciences at tsukuba university menju
toshihiro is senior program officer at the japan center for international exchange
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